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Warping Winch Injury Hazard
"l

By

& -figherman operating from Wella, Maine suffered 5
geriouz-dngury -September- 50, when hiz right -arm
hecame entangled ot a warping head: while recovering
a-lobater trap:: The fisherman’s arm was amputated
abowe -the-elbow-it-the accident .

Thewezzel ixvrolved - waz-a 19 foot ekiff. powered by ane
ormthoard - engite - The wessel, whieh did not have a
hydraulic-eyetem, -waz equipped. with & 5 HP gagoline
epgine. fitted to.a warping head that wasz uaed to
recover trapa..

The: apcident occurred when the lite becatme -over
wrapped- ofe the warping head, To eclear the fouled
line,: the figherman intended -to atop- the gaseline
engite, - which would gecure- the winch. While
reaching- across the winch to ascess the -engine
ghotdows awiteh located  inwide the operating
conzole, . the fisherman'’s oilskin jacket bhecame
entatgled din-the litne on-the warping head.

The- turtdig action -of the eguipment pulled the
figherman's. right hand onto- the warping head,
cruzhing-it- between the wrapz of 378 line, Az the
figherman's -hand waz-pulled onto the warping head -5
high-torgue feature of the equipment engaged. which
fucther - pulled the man ondo the warping head and
attiputated hiz-art-above the-elbow.-

The eguiptent arrangerment in seze waz - neot fitted
with-a cluteh or emergenoy engine shotdows condrel
within-inunediate reach of the operating atation: The
opdy control din place, the engine shotdown cosdrol,
required. the figherman -to place. hiz. arnm din the
vicipdty-of the warping head.
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Corunercial - fighermen operating with simdlar hacling
gear-are-advized to-make inumediate modifications to their
equiptment. te prevesnt simdlar injuries. Modifications
ghouwld- include addition of & elotch cofitvel or an
ethergdency engine shotd ovrne that iz inenediatelr available
atd -eagy-to-operate withoot -hawving to-reach in the riedndty
of the warping head.

Emergency. cottrola. muerat be within reach of the warping
head - for waze ip the ewent of entanglement. Ideal safety
precautions - world- alae allow the fisherman to back aweayr
frowe the fouled warping head and secure the egoipiment
frowe & =2afe distanee. 4 forled warping head dz-anc
extremely danderouz gituation that can result in gerious
itjury - o death. Thiz-type-of -erdanglement dnjur v can:
oo very guickly: leaving litile time 4o reaet. Proper
equiptient-dezidgn and operating procedurea are egzential
toavoid thiz-type-of-accident,

For-further-information-on-thiz-Safety-Alect-contact:
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